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Abstract;

The importance of this study stems from its focus on analyzing the
phenomenon of symbolic violence in the workplace within Iragi institutions.
This phenomenon is considered a subtle form of domination that influences
employee consciousness and behavior without being overtly apparent. Its
significance is further enhanced by the scarcity of local studies addressing this
topic, as well as its practical application in drawing management's attention to
the seriousness of these practices and their impact on performance efficiency
and organizational stability.

The study aimed to identify the mechanisms and manifestations of
symbolic violence in the workplace, to understand the characteristics of
authoritarian organizational culture and its leaders, and to examine the
repercussions of authoritarian organizational culture on the work environment
and employees. It also analyzed the relationship between symbolic violence
and certain negative organizational phenomena.

This study is descriptive-analytical, employing both descriptive and field
survey methodologies. A questionnaire served as the primary data collection
tool. The study population consisted of male and female employees of the Hilla
Health Department holding a diploma or higher degree. A purposive sample of
486 respondents was selected, representing 3% of the total research population,
thus achieving adequate representation.

The study reached several conclusions, most notably:

1- Symbolic violence is formed through multiple mechanisms, beginning
with socialization and extending through educational institutions, media,
and linguistic discourse. These factors contribute to entrenching and
reproducing patterns of dominance within society.

2- Symbolic violence manifests itself in the workplace through various
forms, most prominently marginalization, workplace discrimination,
organizational silence, administrative alienation, and belittlement. These
practices weaken the employee's position and diminish their sense of
belonging.

3- Authoritarian organizational culture is characterized by features such as
the monopolization of power, restrictions on participation, and unfair
distribution of responsibilities, in addition to the emergence of



authoritarian leadership styles that exercise control through direct and
indirect methods.

4- An authoritarian organizational culture leads to negative repercussions
on the work environment, including decreased productivity, low morale,
and deteriorating relationships among employees, as well as
psychological effects such as feelings of frustration, fear, and job
insecurity.

5- This culture pushes employees to adopt negative coping mechanisms,
such as organizational silence, withdrawal, emotional repression, and
resorting to justifying failure or exaggerating their self-worth.

6- The results showed correlations between symbolic violence and certain
organizational phenomena. It is directly related to higher rates of
absenteeism and employee turnover, and inversely related to
professional adjustment and job performance. It also negatively affects
employees' mental health, while no significant relationship was found
with passive-aggressive behaviors.

Therefore, the study confirms that symbolic violence represents one of the
fundamental challenges in the Iragi work environment, given its profound
effects on organizational performance and employee behavior. This
necessitates the adoption of more equitable and transparent organizational
policies to reduce these practices and promote a healthy work environment that
ensures the sustainability of institutional performance.



