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Hoare & G. N. Smith. International Publishers, 1971, pp262-263.
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Abstract:

The phenomenon of hegemony, in general, is not a recent occurrence; it was

born with the first human and grew with the development of early primitive
societies. The methods of hegemony diversified and evolved with the
advancement of societies. However, it took a different turn after the voices
against direct domination rose, becoming indirect and adopting a peaceful
character, moving away from violence to a significant extent, known as (soft
power.( This hegemony relies on globalization and its elements as methods to
entrench itself in societies. Irag is one of the most targeted societies by this
hegemony, especially after 2003, where Western media worked to entrench it
and dissolve the social values that the society was fortified with. This hegemony
has sown a kind of value and social change, leading to the emergence of many
phenomena alien to the society. Therefore, this study came as an attempt to
uncover the nature of (soft power,( its strategies, and its methods in Iraqi
society. The researcher relied on a study community that includes the youth
category in the city of Diwaniya. Accordingly, a sample of 400 respondents was
drawn from this community.
This study is classified as descriptive-analytical research, primarily adopting the
(descriptive and social survey method.( A number of survey research tools were
used, such as questionnaires and observations. Statistical operations were also
conducted to analyses the data statistically. The study reached several
conclusions, including that media plays an effective and pivotal role in shaping
soft power in lIraqi society, and that imitating foreign cultures represents a form
of hegemony, which is attributed to the youth's aspirations towards modernity.
Additionally, fashion is one of the most influential control mechanisms on the
youth in Iragi society. Globalization is also a vital tool of soft power in Iraq,
significantly affecting social cohesion and posing multiple risks that reflect on
consolidating hegemony. The most important of these risks is the imposition of
behavioral patterns. Traditional social values greatly influence the enhancement
of social cohesion, with inherited social customs being the most impactful.
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