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Abstract

Documents Are Of Great Importance As They Represent The Legal And
Administrative Foundations Of The State. They Are The Physical Repository
In Which Administrative And Legal Facts And Actions Are Recorded. They
Also Constitute A Cultural And Historical Heritage For The State And
Society And Embody A Part Of The National Memory That Nations Cherish.
Furthermore, They Are Important At The Individual Level. The Value Of
Documents Has Changed Over Time. After Being Viewed As Mere Pieces Of
Paper, Many Countries Have Recognized Their Administrative, Legal, And
Historical Value And Have Therefore Moved Towards Establishing
Mechanisms And Controls For Their Preservation And Maintenance. They
Have Also Moved Towards Establishing Permanent Preservation Centers To
Facilitate Access To Them By Official Bodies, Students, Researchers, And
Other Stakeholders. Consequently, Any Attack On Them Affects The
Interests Of Society And Individuals. Many Countries Have Focused On
Preserving Documents Through The Conclusion Of International
Agreements, As Well As Enacting National Legislation That Regulates
Procedures For Their Preservation, Management, And Addressing Attacks
Against Them. In This Context, The Iraqi Legislator Has Protected Them In
Legal Texts, Specifically In The Iraqi Penal Code No. (111) Of 1969 And The
Law On The Preservation Of Documents No. (37) Of 2016. In Addition To

Other Specific Laws, Due To The Importance Of Preserving And Protecting
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Documents From Damage, Tampering, And All Other Forms Of Abuse,
Criminal Accountability Represents A Legal Means To Ensure Respect For
The Obligations Imposed On Public Entities And Employees Responsible For
Their Preservation And Maintenance. Furthermore, The Imposition Of
Penalties Does Not Stop At Punishment Alone, But Aims To Achieve
General And Specific Deterrence And Enhance Professional Discipline.
Criminal Protection Contributes To Maintaining Public Confidence In
Documents And Prevents Their Misuse.

Nevertheless, There Remains A Need To Assess The Adequacy Of
Criminal Provisions In Achieving Criminal Protection For Documents, To
Compare Them With The Legislation Of The Countries Under Study, To
Identify Legislative Shortcomings, And To Propose Solutions To Strengthen
Criminal Protection. This Is Because Protecting Documents Is No Longer A
Regulatory Or Administrative Matter, But Rather A Legal, Security, And
Cultural Necessity That Requires Activating Criminal Liability Against

Anyone Who Fails To Fulfill Their Duty To Preserve Them.
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