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Abstract

Praise be to Allah, who taught what he did not know, bestowed upon him the
blessing of intellect and understanding, and guided him to the path of seeking and
spreading knowledge. Peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad, the
Seal of the Prophets and Messengers, and upon his family and companions
altogether.

To proceed:

Grammar is regarded as one of the most important and fundamental sciences of the
Arabic language. It is the discipline concerned with studying the rules governing
words within sentences, the relationships between them, and the ways of parsing
and constructing them to ensure the correct understanding of meaning. It also
examines the principles that regulate sentence structures and methods of
expression. Therefore, grammar constitutes a cornerstone for understanding the
Holy Qur’an, Arabic literature, and other linguistic sciences.

Among the most famous grammatical texts that compiled the principles and
foundations of this science is *Sharh al-Kafiyah* by Ibn al-Hajib (d. 646 AH),
which received exceptional scholarly attention surpassing many other grammatical
works due to the richness of its content, the precision of its methodology, and its
prominent status in the grammatical tradition.

One of the clearest indications of this scholarly interest is the large number of
commentaries written on Ibn al-Hajib’s *al-Kafiyah*, as scholars across different
periods devoted themselves to explaining and analyzing it. Accordingly, this study,
entitled *Al-Nil1 al-Baghdadi in His Book al-Tuhfah al-Shafiyah fi Sharh Kafiyat
Ibn al-Hajib (d. 646 AH)*, was chosen to investigate the nature of grammatical
studies within this commentary. The research examines al-Nili al-Baghdadi’s
methodology, analyzes and compares his grammatical opinions with those of other
scholars, and identifies points of agreement and disagreement, as well as his
responses to the views of grammarians. This demonstrates the scholarly
significance and distinguished status of this commentary in the field of Arabic
grammar.

The choice of this topic was motivated by a desire to contribute to the study of an
aspect that has not received sufficient scholarly attention in grammatical studies
and to participate effectively in this field of research. It became evident that this
commentary deserves detailed examination because of its comprehensive treatment



of earlier commentaries, its precision in discussing grammatical opinions, and the
breadth of al-Nilt al-Baghdadi’s scholarly knowledge and mastery of grammatical
analysis.

The nature of the study required that it be divided into an introduction, three
chapters, and a conclusion.

The introduction consists of two sections:

. The biography of al-Nil1 al-Baghdadi.

. An introduction to his commentary.

The first chapter discusses the evidence related to grammatical theory and is
divided into three sections:

* The first section deals with transmitted evidence (*al-sama‘*), including the
Holy Qur’an, Qur’anic readings, Prophetic traditions, and Arabic poetry and prose.
* The second section examines analogy (*al-qiyas*) and its different types,
including analogy according to usage, the common cause, clarity and ambiguity,
and form and meaning, in addition to other issues related to analogy.

* The third section addresses consensus (*al-ijma‘*), which appears in various
parts of the commentary through expressions such as “by consensus,” “agreed
upon,” and similar terms.

The second chapter is entitled: *Al-Nili al-Baghdadi’s Grammatical Responses to
Scholars*.

The third chapter discusses *Al-Nilt al-Baghdadi’s Grammatical Preferences*.

The study concludes with a conclusion presenting the most significant findings
reached by the research.

The sources of the study are diverse and include books on language, grammar,
morphology, Qur’anic exegesis, Qur’anic parsing, Qur’anic readings, and
biographical works. Among the most important sources are *Kitab Sibawayh*,
*al-Mugtadab* by al-Mubarrad, *al-Usiil* by Ibn al-Sarraj, and *al-Idah al-
‘Adudr* by Abi “Al1 al-Farisi, in addition to modern scholarly works.

Finally, I extend my sincere gratitude and appreciation to my honorable supervisor,
Assistant Professor Dr. Ghufran Hamad Shalakah, for her sincere academic efforts,
valuable guidance, and insightful remarks, which played a significant role in
directing the course of this research and refining its results. | also express my
appreciation to Professor Dr. Haydar Habib Hamzah for supporting this topic, as
well as to the Deanship of the College of Arts at the University of Al-Qadisiyah



and the Department of Arabic Language for their support and guidance throughout
this study.

In conclusion, | thank Allah Almighty for granting me success in completing this
academic work, and I ask Him to make it sincere for His sake and beneficial in its
field. Praise be to Allah, Lord of the Worlds, and peace and blessings be upon our
master Muhammad and upon his family and companions.
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