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Abstract

The functional approach constitutes a methodological framework
within linguistic deixis, aiming to uncover the various functions of language.
The term deixis is derived from the notion of “pointing” or “indicating,”
whether such indication is tangible and perceptible or abstract and
conceptual. Etymologically, it traces back to a root conveying the meanings

.of gesturing by hand, signaling, advice, and consultation

This concept has been widely employed by linguists, first emerging in the
works of Charles Sanders Peirce and later developed by scholars such as
George Yule, Perry, Bach, and numerous pragmatically oriented linguists.
Deictic expressions, in all their forms, inherently encompass both temporal
and spatial dimensions, while their interpretation is governed by several
factors, including the speaker’s intention, the hearer’s cognitive state, and

.the broader communicative context

The functionalist orientation arose as a response to the rigidity of
structuralism and to the limitations of generative theory in accounting for
all aspects of language. This study therefore examines the role of deixis as a
set of referential linguistic forms linked to the elements of discourse—
namely the speaker, the addressee, and the communicative context. Deixis
plays a fundamental role in achieving linguistic communication and
encompasses personal pronouns, demonstratives, relative pronouns,



temporal and spatial adverbs, and all linguistic forms capable of conveying
reference and indication.
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