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Abstract

The research is a communicative approach to linguistic
functions in explaining Sibawayh’s book on Al-Sirafi, and
it was motivated by three things. The first: that language is
considered one of the necessities of life, because it 1S a
tool for communication and interaction. Language is one
of the subjects whose novelty never fades, and generations
have succeeded one another since ancient times in
studying it, trying to encompass this amazing phenomenon
with which God has honored human beings above all
other creatures; it is the tool for communication and
interaction and the first way to exchange ideas, feelings,
and experiences among its people.

The second matter relates to what was known about
Al-Sirafi in terms of investigation and good commentary.
Ibn Al-Anbari said: “No one has explained Sibawayh’s
book better than him; and if he had no other work, that
would have been enough for him as a virtue.” It is not
hidden how important Al-Sirafi’s explanation is, in which
he was distinguished by a precise follow-up of Sibawayh’s
chapters, clarifying what was obscure in his expressions
and responding to his opponents with arguments and
proofs. Books have been organized to study his approach
in explaining the book, as well as the emergence of
communicative features in the directions of grammatical
judgment, including his attention to the meaning and the



intended benefit and the keenness to take into account the
intentions of the interlocutors, so it was a rich material for
the subject of research.
The third matter: The attempt to uncover the
communicative thought in Al-Sirafi’s explanation in
particular is a study that may be new to the Arabic
Language Department in our college. | have not, to the
extent that | have seen, had a comparable study that
preceded this study. The novelty of the topic was a
motivation to try to combine authenticity and modernity,
and to confirm the idea that grammar is not rigid
templates; rather, it is a means to control understanding
and then control speech, and thus achieve communication
in its optimal form.
This research did not attempt to literally impose modern
concepts on the ancient text or to insert them arbitrarily;
This is due to the temporal and contextual differences
between them, which make this type of study seem
oblivious to the temporal and epistemological distance
between the two perspectives. Therefore, this research
sought to explore the common epistemological points and
similar ideas without claiming complete correspondence
or fusion between them, despite modern scholars
acknowledging their influence by the research of the
ancients. Chomsky stated in one of his television
interviews: “I was working on some research related to
Semitic linguistics, and | still remember studying the
Ajrumiyya several years ago, | think more than thirty
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years ago... I was interested in the Arabic and Hebrew
grammatical heritage... but I do not feel qualified to talk
about the linguistic research that the Arabs contributed to
building modern linguistics.” I was presented with some
studies that dealt with communication and functionality,
on different texts, each of which dealt with the text from a
perspective that may be different, and the closest to the
title of the research is the doctoral dissertation entitled:
(Linguistic ~ communication in  the  explanation  of
Sibawayh’s book by Al-Sirafi (368 AH) had the merit of
paving the way, with the difference in approach and
treatment. Likewise, the book entitled (Functionality in
Sibawayh’s book) was the gateway through which I
learned about the manifestations of functional ideas in
Sibawayh and consequently in Al-Sirafi.

The nature and content of the research necessitated
its division into three chapters, each interspersed with
sections, preceded by an introduction, and followed by a
conclusion summarizing the most important findings. In
the introduction, | presented the theoretical concepts of
linguistic and communicative functions and their early
manifestations in modern thought, as well as some of the
manifestations of functionalist thought in the work of al-
Sirafi in particular. The first chapter explored linguistic
functions and their structural foundations to understand
the components of speech and their functional
relationships.  The second section established that
deviations from the original form were for the purposes of
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communication and conveying meaning. The second
chapter, titled "Communicative Functions and the
Construction of  Grammatical Rules,” revealed the
function of indicative devices and stylistic devices, as well
as everything related to the intentions of the interlocutors,
the communicative context of speech, and its impact on
the direction of grammatical judgment. The third chapter,
titled "Argumentation and Communication,” examined
them as the means and the end, where al-Sirafi employs
argumentation with all its mechanisms, utilizing... He used
it as a means to establish. the validity of the ruling and
refute the opponent's objection. The first section addressed
the authority of hearsay in guiding grammatical rulings,
since hearsay has prevailed over analogical reasoning in
most instances, except where the heard wording distorts
the meaning. This underscores al-Sirafi's concern for
meaning. The second section dealt with controversial
issues, focusing specifically on matters related to the
statement of fact, as a tool for constructing shared
knowledge. It is not merely a grammatical construction
that can be true or false, but rather it becomes the axis of
cognitive interaction between speaker and listener. To
culminate this interconnected path between argumentation
and communication, it was necessary to examine the most
effective syntactic devices in grammatical discourse.
Thus, the third section focused on "The Conditional
Structure and its Impact on Guiding Communicative
Meaning," because the conditional structure represents the

L



procedural pinnacle of argumentation. Al-Sirafi employs
these devices and their related elements to guide the
listener's mind to a single conclusion, the most important
goal of which is achieving communication. The study
concluded with a summary in which | included the most
important findings of the research.

This study was based on an attempt to adhere to a
single approach in presenting grammatical issues by
assigning each issue a title appropriate to its content,
preceded by an introduction that illuminates the path to
the problem to be presented. At times, | relied solely on
my understanding of al-Sirafi's issues without resorting to
other sources, as | lacked the necessary resources to grasp
the functional aspect of the issue. Any correctness in this
research is due to God's grace and favor, and any
shortcomings are my own. Our final supplication is that all
praise belongs to God, Lord of the Worlds.



r
Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Research T
Al-Qadisiyah University — College of Arts
Department of Arabic Language
Linguistic Functions in Al-Sirafi's Commentary on
||
L

Sibawayh's Book (An Approach in Light of
Communication Theory)

A thesis submitted by the student

Lina Jawad Hamza to the Council of Colleges of
Arts — Al-Qadisiyah University

This thesis is a requirement for the PhD in
Philosophy in Arabic Language and Literature

Supervisor: Professor Dr. Haider Habib Hamza

1447 AH 2026CE



