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Abstract:

This study aims to investigate the relationship between societal
transformations and crimes against public morals and decency. It begins
with questions such as: What is the impact of societal transformations
on the spread of moral crimes? And what is their relationship to cultural
changes in the decline of public moral values in Iraq? The study also
addresses other related questions.The study aims to achieve the
following objectives: to analyze the impact of societal transformations
on the spread of moral crimes in Iraqi society; to examine the impact of
cultural and societal changes on the decline of public moral values; to
identify the role of technology and social media in increasing crimes
related to morality and decency; to analyze the relationship between
economic changes and societal transformations and the spread of
immoral behaviors; to explore the role of social and legal institutions in
confronting moral crimes and reducing the decline of public morals;
and to offer recommendations for addressing the moral challenges

resulting from societal transformations in Iraq.

The current study is a descriptive analytical study in which the

researcher used the social survey method.

The questionnaire was adopted as one of the data collection tools to
obtain the studied information. The study sample was a random sample
because this type of study requires a heterogeneous community. The
study community consists of judges, lawyers, and community police
officers of both genders, totaling (320) respondents, with (191) males
and (129) females.
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The study reached a number of conclusions:

1. The study results indicated that one of the most prominent factors
contributing to the transformations witnessed in Nasiriyah was
the change in social values and traditions, with 94% of the sample
agreeing.

2. The study indicated that societal transformations have a negative
impact on morals and public decency, with 94% of the sample
perceiving this negative impact.

3. The study results demonstrated the urgent need to impose strict
laws to punish perpetrators of crimes that violate morals and
public decency, with 81% of respondents agreeing.

4. The results showed that 95% of the respondents supported social
rehabilitation programs for individuals involved in moral crimes.

5. Finally, the study confirmed that one of the most important
solutions that can contribute to reducing moral crimes is
strengthening religious and moral awareness.

6. The study found that rates of moral crimes have increased in
Nasiriyah in recent years, a finding confirmed by 85% of
respondents.

7. The field study revealed that unemployment and poverty are
contributing factors to the rise in moral crimes, indicating that
poverty and unemployment play the largest role in deviant
criminal behavior, with 83% of respondents citing this as a
primary cause.

8. The study indicated the extent to which the unstable political
situation has led to the spread of moral crimes. 47% of the sample
considered the political situation to be the main reason for the

spread of moral crimes.
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The researcher recommended the following to the relevant authorities,

based on the study's findings:

1. It is essential to strengthen the availability of rehabilitation and
social awareness programs for individuals involved in moral
crimes.

2. It is essential that governmental and non-governmental social
institutions adopt sound educational methods and approaches to
guide members of society, both young and old.

3. It is essential to strengthen the role of community policing and
enhance its effectiveness in apprehending all released offenders
convicted of moral crimes, issuing sentences against them, and
placing them in correctional facilities.

4. It is essential to establish a specialized unit to monitor
perpetrators of cybercrimes, given the seriousness and prevalence
of these crimes in Iraqi society, particularly in Nasiriyah.

5. It is essential to support vulnerable and marginalized groups,
such as orphans, widows, the elderly, and female heads of
households, by providing them with financial assistance through
the social welfare network.

6. Strengthening the role of universities, schools, and governmental
and non-governmental institutions in raising awareness among
members of Iraqi society about the dangers and dimensions of
crimes against children, adultery, prostitution, and electronic
blackmail, through publications, seminars, conferences, or
educational programs on the methods of committing these crimes
and how to protect society from the perpetrators of these crimes,

through satellite channels, media, and especially social media.
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