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The Role of Educational Counseling in Combating Intellectual Extremism
A Field Study of Secondary Schools in Al-Diwaniyah City
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Abstract

Intellectual extremism is considered one of the most significant challenges facing Iragi society,
particularly among secondary school students, due to the sensitivity of this stage in shaping awareness
and identity. In this context, the school emerges as an educational and social institution capable of
contributing to reducing this phenomenon through educational counseling and its preventive and
therapeutic programs.

The study aimed to identify the role of educational counseling in combating intellectual
extremism in secondary schools in Al-Diwaniyah city, as well as to determine the most important
social and school-related factors contributing to its spread, in addition to examining the effectiveness
of the methods used by educational counselors in addressing it. The study adopted the descriptive
analytical approach and relied on a questionnaire distributed to educational counselors. The study
population consisted of (171) male and female counselors.

The study concluded that educational counselors tend to adopt preventive and therapeutic
approaches in confronting intellectual extremism. It also revealed that peer groups and the weakening
of the value system contribute to the spread of this phenomenon. Furthermore, the findings confirmed
that intellectual extremism represents a serious threat to social stability and cohesion.
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