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Abstract

This study aims to analyze the relationship between the social environment and
educational waste through a field study in the city of Hilla, in light of the structural
and social challenges that the educational system in Iraq suffers from, which have
contributed to the exacerbation of the phenomenon of failure and school dropout.
The study seeks to identify the most prominent elements of the social environment
that affect students. The project aims to uncover indicators of educational waste
and the associated social and institutional factors, as well as to clarify the nature of
the relationship between the characteristics of the social environment and students'
continued education, and to build an explanatory framework that shows the
mechanisms of this influence, leading to the proposal of practical solutions that
reduce educational waste and enhance the stability of the educational process.

The importance of the study stems from the pivotal role played by the social
environment with its various components, such as the family, school, peer group,
prevailing culture and legislation, in shaping students’ educational behavior. The
study gains its theoretical importance from its contribution to enriching the
sociological and educational literature related to educational waste in Iraq.
Practically speaking, by providing field results that can contribute to supporting
educational decision-makers, and raising awareness among families and
educational institutions about their roles in reducing this phenomenon.

The researcher adopted the social survey method and used the questionnaire as
a primary tool to collect data from the community to be studied, through a sample
of (360) respondents from the teaching staff in the city of Hilla.

The study's conclusions showed that the group of friends and family represent
the most influential elements of the social environment for students, and that
school dropout is the most prominent indicator of educational waste. The results
also showed a significant relationship between the weakness of the economic and
cultural conditions of families and the instability of educational policies. The rates
of educational waste are increasing, and the study confirmed the crucial role of the
family, especially the educational level of the mother, in addition to the importance
of governmental and legislative support in reducing educational waste and
promoting the continuity of education.



