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Abstract:

Speech act theory is based on the idea that language is not just a means of describing
reality, but an act that performs a function in the world. Its foundations were laid by the
philosopher John Austin and developed with John Searle, who considered speech itself a
type of act that can accomplish things such as: commanding, forbidding, promising,
apologizing, etc. The theory looks at speech from three angles: the act of utterance, which
relates to pronunciation and meaning; the performative act, which expresses the speaker's
intention; and the persuasive act, which produces an effect on the listener. With the
development of pragmatic studies, the theory has become read in a contemporary way that

focuses on the context, intention, and social meaning of the discourse, and sees that



understanding language is only achieved by understanding the situation in which it is used

and the communicative roles of the participating parties.
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