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Abstract

This thesis, entitled “Cultural References in the Book of News of the
Witty and the Cheerful” by Abu al-Faraj Abd al-Rahman Ibn al-Jawzi,
reviews the spectrum of sources upon which the author based his literary
output. Based on the premise that this book is not limited to a collection of
anecdotes and anecdotes, but rather is an integrated knowledge network
replete with Quranic quotations, prophetic stories, and legislative hadiths,
in addition to relying on jurisprudence and worship, narrative prose,
proverbs and wisdom, and poetry in its various forms, as well as historical
events and social phenomena of the author's era.

The study adopted the descriptive analytical comparative approach,
collecting reference texts from the book and comparing them with their
original texts in legal, literary and historical works, and classifying them
into three main contexts: First, religious references (quoting verses, stories,
legislative, jurisprudential and devotional hadiths), Secondly, cultural
references (news, narrative, and wisdom prose, and poetry with themes of
praise, satire, and sarcasm). Thirdly, historical and social references (facts
and customs).

The results demonstrated Ibn al-Jawzi’s mastery of controlling his
sources according to doctrinal and rhetorical controls. He employed
Quranic quotations to provide religious guidance, and used jurisprudential
hadiths to impose an ethical framework, while proverbs and stories sought
to establish the sermon in a light-hearted spirit.

Poetry was invoked to enrich the rhythmic structure and diversify the
themes, while reference to famines, wars, and social customs linked the
text to the reader's reality. Thus, cognitive integration became a way to

combine educational objectives with aesthetic pleasure.

A



This study also confirms that the value of “Akhbar al-Zaraf” is not
based on anecdotes alone, but rather on a methodology that integrates
multiple references that serve both advocacy and literature, opening
horizons for a new methodology in analyzing the literature of
licentiousness and enhancing our understanding of the dynamics of Islamic

discourse in the Abbasid era.
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