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Iraqi youth protests between collective behavior and social awareness
A study of democratic transformation in the city of Baghdad

Prof. Dr. Salah Kazem Jaber M. Azhar Hamid Mohammed
University of Al-Qadisiyah Diwaniyah Governorate Education
alsalihysalah67 @gmail.com azhar.hamid@qu.edu.iq
Abstract:

In the current study, the researchers sought to investigate the form and direction of youth-
led protests, whether they stemmed from collective behavior or from social awareness in light of
the democratic transition process in Iraq. The research questions centered around the relationship
between protests and democratic transition, with a central question: To what extent can democratic
transition in Iraq contribute to the success of the youth protest movement? What is the ability of
this transition to mature the social awareness of protesting youth, and what is the ability of this
awareness to regulate the collective behavior of youth during protests¢

The current study is a descriptive-analytical study. The researchers used the social survey
method, preparing a questionnaire distributed to a sample of (400) youth participating in the
October 2019 protests in Baghdad, who are part of the research community.

The most important results revealed by the research data were:

1) From the research findings, we find that the October protests were the result of a spontaneous
collective action that resulted from a backlash by young people following the security
authorities' violent suppression of the young demonstrators.

2) Among the research findings is a significant maturation of the social and political awareness of
the young people participating in the October protests and beyond, evidenced by the
emergence of a new, non-systematic ideological pattern and character, represented by these
young people's rejection of any attempt at political or religious framing that attempted to adopt
the choices and demands of the protesters.

3) The democratic transition process in Iraq failed to have a strong impact on the structure and
framework of the new Iraqi political system, despite the democratic principles and foundations
that this transition brought to govern the new democratic governance.

4) Among the important findings of the research is the identification and diagnosis of the most
significant risk factors to the future of the democratic transition in lraq, represented by
sectarian, religious, nationalist, and partisan quotas, in addition to the interference of foreign
countries in the country's internal affairs and the presence of uncontrolled military militias.

Keywords: protests, collective behavior, social awareness, democratic transformation,
Baghdad.
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