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Abstract

Most societies put democracy at the forefront of its demands and consider it as one of its main
goals. After many societies have experienced life under tyranny and oppressive political regimes,
democracy became a beacon for freedom, justice, equality, constructive criticism, and civilised
dialogue for such societies. People started to genuinely believe that democratic systems should
shape the foundation of social institutions including schools to avoid the birth of political
dominance phenomenon, which usually is a consequence of educational systems structured by
twisted ideologies from classical cultures.

This study aimed at, first, investigating the application of democratic rules and the presence of
dominance among secondary schools students from the perspective of teachers at Alrifaee city,
ThiQar given the regime change in 2003. Second, determining the cause of dominance in education
and its social and psychological impact on education in schools. Third, finding solutions that might
prevent dominance in education via laying out few recommendations and suggestions.

In this study, the researcher utilised the descriptive approach with a study sample of 670 units
involved 377 student and 293 teacher. The first chapter comprised of the main research elements,
the concepts and the historical background, while the second chapter included the literature review,
the references and the study theoretical framework. The third chapter is dedicated for describing the
democratic approaches, the dominance forms including its causes and resulted impacts. The
methodology is outlined with great details in the fourth chapter, while the data analysis pertaining to
students in the fifth chapter and the sixth chapter captured the teachers data. The seventh chapter
described the study theories, the results, the recommendations and suggestions. The study ended
with findings some of which:

It is necessary to put democracy into application in secondary schools for its practical and scientific
benefits particularly in creating a sense of balance and safety. The teaching staff might benefit from
utilising the approach of civilised dialogue and discussions. They should also support the notion
that providing incentives rather than punishment is an effective teaching way when it comes to
promoting teaching. Students have the feeling that family dominance is an issue due to family
reputation preservation. They cited family interference in friendship making. Inflicting punishment
is a form of dominance that caused social and psychological issues that, subsequently, led to issues
such as student absenteeism, lack of responsibility, fear and learning rejection. However, abiding by
the democratic systems leads to innovation and creativeness. One of f the crucial approaches to
prevent dominance is following the modern teaching strategies.

This study recommends establishing democratic culture in schools via creating teaching curriculum
specialised in explaining the importance of democracy and its role in assigning rights and
responsibilities within the educational framework. This, consequently, will implant the concept of
democracy in the minds of the future generations and deter the phenomenon of dominance in
education and its impact in secondary schools.

Yours: M.M.A
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