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CHAPTER 5
THE ENVIRONMENT AND LANDSCAPE
ARCHAEOLOGY OF THE ABU TBEIRAH REGION

Jaafar Jotheri
Archaeology Department
Al-Qadisiyah University, Iraq
jaafar.jotheri@qu.edu.iq

5.1 INTRODUCTION

The main aim of this paper is to understand and
reconstruct the ancient landscape around the
Abu Thbeirah site and also to uncover ancient
environments. To accomplish these goals, a multi-
disciplinary method of research including remote
sensing analysis, ground-truthing and digging
shallow boreholes was carried out to identify
the origin, properties and nature of landscape
features in the region. Geomorphological features,
including archaeological sites, palacochannels,
“hollow ways”, crevasse splays and grooves
were traced and mapped. A six-metre borehole
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46°

was dug to recognise the lithological facies
and environments. Then 3 samples of organic
materials were dated by "C analysis to determine
the age of these environments.

The Mesopotamian floodplain was mostly built
by the accumulation of sediments from the
Tigris and the Euphrates during the Holocene
period, as these rivers transported material from
the highlands of southern Turkey, eastern Syria
and northern Iraq and released it in the lowland
area in central and southern Iraq, which is a large
geological basin.! The geomorphological structure
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Fig. 5.1 Corona image for the Abu Tbeirah region.
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