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Abstract

Reading comprehension is the main gateway through which the
mind activates to understand the symbols and concepts. Besides,
comprehension is a higher mental process that includes several cognitive
processes such as analysis and synthesis. Thus, the student’s success
depends on what he comprehends during his reading process, and that the
student’s idea about himself plays an important role in his achievement
since the good idea of the self enhances a sense of psychological security
and the ability to continue his search and achieve his goals .

The current study aims to identify the following:

1) Reading comprehension of the high school students .

2) The significance of the individual difference in reading
comprehension according to the gender variable (males and
females).

3) the linguistic self for high school students .

4) The significance of the individual difference in the linguistic self-
according to the gender variable (males and females .

5) The correlation between reading comprehension and the linguistic
self for the high school students.

The current study sample consists of (450) males and female
students in the city of Diwaniyah governorate for the year 2019/2020, and
they were chosen equally and randomly from the research community .

In order to achieve the objectives of the study, the researcher
adopts the (Saleh 2016) scale to measure reading comprehension in light
of Baumann and Johnson's 1984 theory, which consists of (17)
paragraphs in its final form.

The researcher also adopts a scale (Badran 2000) to measure the
concept of the linguistic self in light of (Shavaelson et. al., 1976) model
which consists of (30) items in its final form .

The first section entitled the reading self consists of (8) items, the
second one entitled grammatical self consists of (6) items, the third field
entitled literary self consists of (8) items and the fourth one entitled the
writing self consists of (8) items; the data were analyzed statistically,



adopting the statistical bag of the social sciences SPSS, and the
results are shown .

1) High school students in Diwaniyah have no reading
comprehension .

2) There are statistically significant individual differences at the level
(0.05) among secondary school students in reading comprehension
according to the gender variable (males and females) and with
tendency to males.

3) High school students in Diwaniyah have a concept of linguistic
self.

4) There are statistically significant individual differences at the level
(0.05) for high school students in the the linguistic self according
to the gender variable (males and females) and in with tendency to
females.

5) The correlative relationship between reading comprehension and
the linguistic self is weak and not statistically significant at the
level (0.05).

Based on the results of the current study, the researcher presents a set of
recommendations and suggestions .
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