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Abstract

Marginalization, exclusion and voluntary or involuntary social isolation
are the most important basic problems of social integration of
individuals and groups in the human societies. They constitute a pattern
of social diseases, which must be highlighted, to avoid their negative
effects on the life of the individual and society. The study is to put lights
on the importance of the social integration process for the autistic
children's families by answering the following question:

What are the social problems faced by families of autistic children?
The most important social problem is the difficulty of social integration.
Within the methodological framework of the study, a number of
objectives related to the study were identified and achieved by the
theoretical side of the study.

The study puts the lights on the social, behavioral and linguistic
characteristics of autism spectrum disorder and the characteristics of the
families.

Also, the study is to explain the most important types of problems and
obstacles faced by both families and children with autism to integrate in
the society. And it clarifies the role of activating the social participation
of the autistic child as one of the treatment methods. In order to reach
these objectives, a number of Arab and foreign references were used to
document the information related to the subject of the study in the
chapters included in the theoretical side.

With regard to the field side, and in order to achieve the remaining
objectives, the social survey method was used to comprehensively
account all members of the study community (150 autistic children's
families registered in the institutes and centers for persons with special
needs and autism). In addition to reviewing the records of children with
autism, the tools of the questionnaire and simple observation were used
in this regard. After classifying, processing, tabulating and analyzing
data, a set of results and conclusions based on the respondents' answers
were reached. The most important is that the reaction of the studied



families is characterized by shock, astonishment, complete disability and
extreme sadness, so the majority considers it a tragic matter.

The social problems is ranked first, followed by the economic problems,
the psychological problems, the behavioral problems concerning
adaptation, the medical problems, and finally the problems of family
planning for the future.

Finally, the researcher reached to a set of suggestions and
recommendations, including that the Ministry of Labor and Social Affairs
should include the autistic children's families with the social protection
network benefits and prepare an accurate database concerning the
number of people with autism disorder in order to secure their
rehabilitation, training and educational needs, develop appropriate
programs and provide the necessary services as well as providing the
family, psychological and social rehabilitation services for the families of
autistic children and training them how to deal with an autistic child.
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