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Abstract

Many academic and non academic studies have been devoted to studying
the various aspects of Iraq’s modern and contemporary history , the
Council of Representatives was the focus of many of those studies .
However , a special study on the Council’s attitude on the foreign policy
in the period of 1939 — 1958 has not been presented and that was the first
motive for the researcher to select this subject . No doubt that the foreign
policy is one of the most important pillars of the state political system , it
influences and is influenced by the political system of the state , so |
tried to highlight the impact of the foreign policy on the nature of the
regime in Irag and that was the second motive to deal with this subject .
During my preliminary study of the topic , | raised a number of questions
, of which are : Has the council had an attitude on the foreign policy ??
Was it consistent with the government’s orientations ?? Has the Council
influenced the foreign policy ?? and many other questions . Iraq’s vital
location had a significant influence on its foreign policy , so | tried to
seek the influence of that location in shaping its foreign policy and
whether lrag was able to use its potential to shape that policy . With
regard to the time period covered by the thesis , it began with a major
political event , World War Second in 1939 , and ended with the
overthrow of the monarchy in Irag on 14 July 1958 . The thesis consisted
of an introduction and four chapters with an abstract of the most
important conclusions . In the first chapter , | explained and analyzed the
Council of Representatives’ attitude on the foreign issues from 1939 to
1945 | namely from the beginning of the Second World War to its end
and it was divided into three sections . The first one dealt with the
Council’s attitude on the Arabic issues for the same period of time ,
discussing many Arabic issues of which the Palestinian cause , the
independence of Syria and Lebanon and other issues . The second one
dealt with the international issues for the same period of time and the
accession of Iraq to the United Nations has also been discussed , although
some of its events did not happen in the same period of time because the
accession to the UN was to meet the requirements of joining the Atlantic
Declaration , and that’s what | wanted to refer to . The research has also
discussed the relations between Iraq and Britain , clarifying the Council’s
attitude on them , and the agreements and treaties at that time . The third
section explained Iraq’s relations with the neighbouring countries |,



namely Turkey and Iran , reviewing briefly these relations and the
Council’s attitude on them . The Second chapter dealt with Iraq’s foreign
policy in the light of the Council of Representatives' discussions from
1945 to 1953, | mean , from the end of the World War Second until the
installing of King Faisal as king of Irag which was a big event with which
a new era of Iraqg foreign policy has begun . The second chapter has also
been divided into three sections : The first one discussed the Council’s
position on the Arabic issues for the same period of time , starting with
the Palestinian issue as top priority of its agenda , which attracted the
Council’s interest , other issues , like the independence of Syria and
Lebanon and the Council’s attitude on issues of liberation in the Arab
Maghreb following the Second World War . Concerning the second
section , it was about the Council’s position on the international issues
especially the relation with Britain and its developments in the aftermath
of the Second World War and also Iraq’s relations with other countries ,
Iraq’s relations with Turkey and Iran and the Council’s attitude on them
have also been dealt with in this section , taking in consideration that this
period has witnessed the signing of the 1946 treaty with Turkey which
caused a great deal of controversy between the deputies and the
Government , wondering if it was for the benefit of Irag or not . | did my
best to provide a balance between the chapters of this thesis , but the
second chapter was longer than the others for two reasons the first one is
that this period of time was longer , about eight years in contrast to the
previous one which was six years and the following one which was five
years , the second reason is that this period of time was full of important
events that have been discussed in the Council , so these were the reasons
why this chapter was bigger and longer than the other chapters . The third
chapter discussed the council's position on Iraq foreign policy in the
period from 1953 to 1958 and the installing of King Faisal Second as
king of Iraq until the overthrow of the monarchy on the 14 July 1958 .
This chapter has also been classified into three sections , the first one is
the Council's attitude on Irag's foreign policy concerning the Arabic
issues and dealt with the liberation issues in the Arab Maghreb especially
Algeria and Tunisia as well as the British aggressions against Yemen and
Iran’s attitude towards Bahrain . The Council has also discussed matters
of dispute between Irag and Egypt and urged the Government to end them
. The second section dealt with the Council’s attitude on Iraq’s



international relations , namely , the relations with Britain and the will of
the Council to end the treaty of 1930 , relations with other countries in
particular with the United States have been discussed and many
agreements have been endorsed . The third section discussed the Council
of Representatives’ attitude on the regional issues and the Council’s
discussions concerning the relations with the US and the UK in addition
to the discussions on Baghdad Alliance because most members of that
alliance were regional countries , and some Deputies have had negative
attitudes concerning that alliance . The fourth chapter assesses the
performance of the Council and clarifies the budget and legislations of
foreign affairs as well as the regulations , the ministers and their
performance in the ministries . The first section included evaluating the
performance of the Council in terms of the number of sessions , the
deputies’ participations in the discussions and the distribution of sessions
according to the topics discussed in these tables . The Second section
dealt with the budget and regulations of foreign affairs . The researcher
explained the major regulations of foreign affairs and the budget of the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the changes it has gone through in the
period from 1939 to 1958 . The third section clarified the regulations of
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs , the ministers and their performances ,
the researcher discussed the establishment of the ministry and the related
regulations , the ministers and their influence on the ministry and their
most important contributions.
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