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Abstract

The phenomenon of adapting classical texts has always been central to the critical sessions
of the modern age. Those who are interested in investigating the literature of different cultures
have found something special in those re-writings of the classics and attempted at analyzing the
relationship between the ancient text and its modern counterpart. African dramatists were
peculiarly obsessed with Greek tragedy which they repeatedly adapted and tried to naturalize

within the African native tradition to address their issues.

This study investigates three African re-writings of Greek tragedy: Ola Rotimi’s The Gods
Are Not To Blame, Wole Soyinka’s The Bacchae of Euripides: A Communion Rite, and Athol
Fugard’s The Island. The purpose of this study is first to examine African adaptations by both
South African and West African writers in one synthesized study. Second, to read those African
re-writings of Greek tragedies as part of the counter-discursive strategy that marks the whole
postcolonial literary approach. Third, to trace the transformations that those playwrights under

study do to Africanize the Greek texts to discussing local issues.

The study falls into four chapters with different sub-sections and a conclusion rounding off
the whole project. In chapter one, the study contextualizes those adaptations of Greek tragedy
within their African sphere examining the elements that have familiarized the Africans with Greek
tragedy, like colonial education. The chapter also investigates what is known as “postcolonial

theory” and its relation to the counter-discourse.

Chapter two is a critical analysis of Ola Rotimi’s (1938-2000) adaptation of Sophocles’
Oedipus Rex. It reads the ways with which the Nigerian playwright has re-made Sophocles’ text
to tackling the Nigerian issues after the country has gained formal independence. The chapter is
divided into three sections. The first one provides a brief look at the playwright’s life and theatrical
career. The second one re-reads the entire action of Sophocles’ text as an allegory for the Nigerian
civil war. The third one investigates the precolonial world of the Nigerian society by re-

contextualizing the Greek text into a Yoruba milieu.

Chapter three studies Wole Soyinka’s (1934- ) re-working of Euripides’ play making from
Dionysus-Pentheus relationship its focal point. The chapter has got three sections. The first one

sheds light on the playwright’s life and career. The second one reads the setting of Euripides’



Bacchae as a postcolonial community transfering Thebes and its people into a postcolonial world.
The third one questions the issues of colonization and the cultural superiority the colonizers claim

by re-writing Euripides’ cultural map.

Chapter four moves to South Africa analyzing Athol Fugard’s (1932- ) adaptation of
Sophocles’ Antigone. It is divided into four sections. The first one reads the South African
playwright’s life and career. The second one stands on the history of the South African theatre and
its struggle against apartheid. The third one studies the ways with which Fugard Africanizes
Antigone to vocalize his aims at countering the apartheid ideologies. The fourth one comments on
the issues of theatricality in his adaptation of Antigone. The thesis ends up with a conclusion

rounding off the findings of the study.
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