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1. Clean susceptible ewes

5. Abortion usually
occurs in the last two
weeks of pregnancy

2. Inhale or ingest
chlamydiae from aborted
‘fresh’ lambs and placenta,

uterine discharge and
contaminated bedding

4 90-100 days into
pregnancy, chiamydiae
iInvade and damage
placenta

6. Weakly lambs
infected with chlamydiae

3. Chlamydiae lie dormant

Clean susceptible sheep i}
Infected sheep and placenta |l
Latently infected sheep ®i
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Summary

Abortion is a problem in the sheep industry and often occurs from one of the
four main causes. Work with your local veterinarian to accurately diagnose the
cause of abortion and develop a management plan. Biosecurity, proper herd
management, vaccines, antibiotics and coccidostate can all be used to reduce

the risk of miscarriage and improve herd health.

Abortion in sheep is caused by many different infectious agents such as
brucellosis, chlamydia, toxoplasma, salmonella and Listeria. As a disease, the
first three pathogens have a devastating effect on productivity. Side of
abortions, endometriosis and placental inflammation usually occur in late

pregnancy. These causes cause serious birth problems and economic losses..
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