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Monocystis lumbrici g

Young trophozoites are rounded and oval, about 5 micron long
but full grown trophozoites are elongated, spindle-shaped,
about 500 micron long and 40 micron broad. Body of
trophozoites is covered with pelliclethat contains
longitudinal contractile fibres called myonemes, which help in
metabolic locomotion. Endoplasm contains paraglycogen
globules and volutin granules. Nucleus is single and placed
anteriorly in the upper half of body. It contains haploid
chromosomes. The anterior end bears a pair of
elongated roptries, whose secretion helps the trophozoite in

penetrating through the host tissues. There are



also conoids and micronemes in the anterior end, whose
function is not well known. Nutrition is saprozoic but also feeds

on sperm heads.
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