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ABSTRACT

The continuous unstable political, social and economic conditions urged a number
of Iraqgi people to flee their homes to neighboring countries and Europe seeking refuge
for safety and well-being. This situation has placed Iraqgis in the focus of Western media
news reports and how they are portrayed. Thus, media discourse plays a salient role in
the representation of Iraqi refugees in different political predicaments that Irag has
passed through. The study aims at identifying the macro-topics and examining the
micro-strategies and categories that are used to represent Iragi refugees in the selected
media news reports along with the ideological viewpoints in terms of the dichotomy in-
group and out-group.

The study hypothesises that the news coverage of Iragi refugees tends to cover the
topics in broader context and the most prevalent topics used, thus, the Iraqi refugees are
highly associated with the victimisation rather than threat and danger. The study also
hypotheses that there are variety in the utilisation of linguistic choices. This reflects the
neutrality of selected media in representing the Iragi refugees in the majority of the
selected news reports.

To achieve these objectives and hypotheses, the researcher analyses five news
reports taken from English British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) in different periods
(2002-2017) from the perspective of critical discourse analysis. Accordingly, the
researcher adopts Wodak’s (2001; 2009) Discourse-Historical Approach and van
Leeuwen’s (1996; 2008) Sociological Categories of Actor Representation. The selected
news reports are analysed at two levels of analysis: linguistic and ideological. These
analytical levels focus on the analysis of macro- and micro-structures and ideology. At
the macro-level of analysis, the discourse topics in the selected news reports are
analysed and at the micro-level of analysis, the strategies and categories with linguistic
choices are examined. Ideology also analysed in terms of in-group and out-group.
Moreover, the entire analysis process is basic on the qualitative method only.

The study concludes that at the macro-level, there are four prevalent topoi used in
the representation of social actors: danger, threat, victimisation, and authority. Besides,
there are many other topoi used such as abuse, carelessness, suffering, waiting, etc. At
the micro- level, the study also shows that the selected news reports have various
strategies with different linguistic choices due to their political points of view. Generic
references represent most of the social actors in active roles in describing the main

events related to the representation of the social actors. The influx of the refugees is



highly expressed by flood metaphor. The researcher has found that there is an overuse
of free direct speech in the selected news reports. Hyperbole is also used to intensify the
events related to the refugees along with the use of expressives and comissives speech
acts. ldeologically, the out-group members represented by Saddam Hussein's secret
agents in Jordan, the Sunni and Shia armed factions, the Dutch government, ISIS, and
al-Qaeda supporters are negatively represented. There is a positive representation of
Syria, Jordan, and UNHCR for their continuous assistance to lIraqi refugees and this

shows that BBC news reports represent Iraqi refugees neutrally.
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