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ABSTRACT 

         The continuous unstable political, social and economic conditions urged a number 

of Iraqi people to flee their homes to neighboring countries and Europe seeking refuge 

for safety and well-being. This situation has placed Iraqis in the focus of Western media 

news reports and how they are portrayed. Thus, media discourse plays a salient role in 

the representation of Iraqi refugees in different political predicaments that Iraq has 

passed through. The study aims at identifying the macro-topics and examining the 

micro-strategies and categories that are used to represent Iraqi refugees in the selected 

media news reports along with the ideological viewpoints in terms of the dichotomy in-

group and out-group.  

         The study hypothesises that the news coverage of Iraqi refugees tends to cover the 

topics in broader context and the most prevalent topics used, thus, the Iraqi refugees are 

highly associated with the victimisation rather than threat and danger. The study also 

hypotheses that there are variety in the utilisation of linguistic choices. This reflects the 

neutrality of selected media in representing the Iraqi refugees in the majority of the 

selected news reports. 

         To achieve these objectives and hypotheses, the researcher analyses five news 

reports taken from English British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) in different periods 

(2002-2017) from the perspective of critical discourse analysis. Accordingly, the 

researcher adopts Wodak’s (2001; 2009) Discourse-Historical Approach and van 

Leeuwen’s (1996; 2008) Sociological Categories of Actor Representation. The selected 

news reports are analysed at two levels of analysis: linguistic and ideological. These 

analytical levels focus on the analysis of macro- and micro-structures and ideology. At 

the macro-level of analysis, the discourse topics in the selected news reports are 

analysed and at the micro-level of analysis, the strategies and categories with linguistic 

choices are examined. Ideology also analysed in terms of in-group and out-group. 

Moreover, the entire analysis process is basic on the qualitative method only. 

        The study concludes that at the macro-level, there are four prevalent topoi used in 

the representation of social actors: danger, threat, victimisation, and authority. Besides, 

there are many other topoi used such as abuse, carelessness, suffering, waiting, etc. At 

the micro- level, the study also shows that the selected news reports have various 

strategies with different linguistic choices due to their political points of view. Generic 

references represent most of the social actors in active roles in describing the main 

events related to the representation of the social actors. The influx of the refugees is 



highly expressed by flood metaphor. The researcher has found that there is an overuse 

of free direct speech in the selected news reports. Hyperbole is also used to intensify the 

events related to the refugees along with the use of expressives and comissives speech 

acts. Ideologically, the out-group members represented by Saddam Hussein's secret 

agents in Jordan, the Sunni and Shia armed factions, the Dutch government, ISIS, and 

al-Qaeda supporters are negatively represented. There is a positive representation of 

Syria, Jordan, and UNHCR for their continuous assistance to Iraqi refugees and this 

shows that BBC news reports represent Iraqi refugees neutrally. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 لملحضا

اُ ٕجشح اىؼشاقِٞٞ اىنجٞشح اىٚ اىذٗه اىَجبٗسح ٗدٗه اٗسثب، ثسجت اىظشٗف اىسٞبسٞخ، ٗالاجزَبػٞخ 

،ٗالاقزظبدٝخ غٞشاىَسزقشح، دفؼذ ٗسبئو الاػلاً اىغشثٜ اىٚ الإزَبً اىَشمضػيٚ اظٖبس ط٘سح اىلاجئِٞ 

سخ اىٚ رجٞبُ طجٞؼخ اىَ٘ض٘ػبد اىزٜ ٗرأثٞشٕب ػجش رقبسٝشٕب الاخجبسٝخ اىَخزيفخ.ٗقذ مبُ ٕزا سججب فٜ سؼٜ اىذسا

إزَذ ثٖب ريل اىزقبسٝشالاخجبسٝخ، فضلا ػِ فحض الاسزشارٞجبد ٗاىفئبد اىَسزؼَيخ فٜ ٗطفٌٖ ،ٗمشف اىشؤٝخ 

 الاٝذٝ٘ى٘جٞخ  اىزٜ ضَذ ثْبئٜ اىجٖبد اىذاػَخ ٗاىجٖبد غٞش اىذاػَخ. 

سٞبقبد اىزٜ رؼقجذ فٜ ض٘ئٖب اخجبس ثْبء ػيٚ رىل قبٍذ اىذساسخ ػيٚ فشضٞبد ػذح رزَثو فٜ طجٞؼخ اى

اىلاجئِٞ، ّٗ٘ػٞخ اىَ٘ض٘ػبد الاٍْٞخ اىزٜ سمضد ػيٖٞب ، ٗطجٞؼخ اىيغخ اىَسزؼَيخ فٜ ٗطفٌٖ ،ٍَب ٝسٌُٖ فٜ 

 اظٖبس ٍذٙ حٞبدٝخ ريل اى٘سبئو فٜ اىزؼبٍو ٍغ ٍ٘ض٘ع اىلاجئِٞ. 

خجبسٝخ ٍخزيفخ قذٍزٖب ٕٞأح الإراػخ قبٍذ اىجبحثخ ،رحقٞقب لإذاف ٗفشضٞبد اىذساسخ، ثبخزٞبسخَسخ رقبسٝشا

( ثٌ رحيٞيٖب ٍِ ٍْظ٘سرحيٞو اىخطبة اىْقذٛ ٍطجقخا ّظشٝخ 7102-7117اىجشٝطبّٞخ فٜ ٍخد صٍْٞخ ٍخزيفخ)

 sociological categories(0222,7111ٗفبُ ىُ٘ ) discourse- historical (  7110,7112ف٘داك  )

of social actor representationىذساسخ ٍنِّ٘ٞ ىيزحيٞو: اىَنُ٘ الاٗه ٕ٘ اىَنُ٘ اىيغ٘ٛ .ٗقذ شَيذ ا

ٍزضَْب دساسخ اىَ٘ض٘ػبد اىََْٖٞخ فٜ رْبٗه ٍ٘ض٘ع اىلاجئِٞ، ٗاىَسز٘ٙ اىخبص  ٗٝشَو اىَسز٘ٙ اىؼبً

ٍْط٘ٝب ػيٚ دساسخ الاسزشارٞحٞبد ٗاىفئبد اىزٜ رحققذ ث٘سبطخ الارنبء اىٚ اىخٞبساد اىيغ٘ٝخ اىَزْ٘ػخ.اٍب 

ٜ ٕ٘ اىشؤٝخ الاٝذٝ٘ى٘جٞخ ٍزضَْْب ٗطف اىجبّجِٞ الاٝجبثٜ ٗاىسيجٜ ىيجٖبد اىذاػَخ ٗغٞش اىذاػَخ اىَنُ٘ اىثبّ

 ػيٚ اىز٘اىٜ.

ٗقذ ر٘طيذ اىذساسخ  اىٚ َْٕٞخ ثلاثخ ٍ٘ض٘ػبد سئٞسخ ٕٜ اىخطش ٗاىزٖذٝذ،ٗ اىضحبٝب ،ٗاىسيطخ. فضلا ػِ 

ٗالإَبه، ٗالاّزظبس،ٗغٞشٕب. ٗرجِٞ فٜ اىذساسخ  ٍ٘ض٘ػبد ثبّ٘ٝخ اخشٙ ٍثو اىَؼبٍيخ غٞشالاّسبّٞخ، ٗاىَؼبّبح،

اٝضب ٗج٘د الاسزشارٞجٞبد ٗاىفئبد اىَخزيفخ ٍغ خٞبساد ىغ٘ٝخ ٍزْ٘ػخ ثسجت طجٞؼخ اىشؤٝخ اىسٞبسٞخ اىزٜ ر٘جٖٖب 

ٗرإثش فٖٞب. ٗٝضبف اىٚ رىل اُ ريل اىزقبسٝش قذٍذ ٍؼظٌ اىلاجئِٞ ثبٗطبف داىخ ػيٚ فبػيٞزٌٖ فٜ سؼٌٖٞ اىٚ 

ٕذاف اىَزؼيقخ ثٌٖ. ٗثؼ  الاسبىٞت اىَسزؼَيخ فٜ رَثٞو اىلاجئِٞ فجبءد ٍشح ٍجبصٝخ حَْٞب ٗطفذ  رحقٞق الا

رذفقٌٖ  خبسج اىجلاد مبىفٞضبُ، ٗمثشح اىنلاً اىحش غٞشٍجبشش،اٗر٘ظٞف اىَجبىغخ فٜ ٗطف اىَشبػش 

ً طذاً حسِٞ فٜ الاسدُ ٗالاىزضاٍبد. اٍب اىْظشح الاٝذٝ٘ى٘جٞخ،فقذ ٗطفذ اىزقبسٝش الاخجبسٝخ ٍخبثشاد ّظب

،اىفظبئو اىَسيحخ ٍِ اىسْخ ٗاىشٞؼخ، ٗ اىحنٍ٘خ اىٖ٘ىْذٝخ ،ٗرْظٌٞ اىذٗىٔ )داػش( ،ٗاىذاػَِٞ ىزْظٌٞ اىقبػذح 

ثظ٘سٓ سيجٞخ.ثَْٞب رؼُطٚ ط٘سح اٝجبثٞخ ىس٘سٝب ،الاسدُ ،ٍف٘ضٞخ شإُٗ اىلاجئِٞ ّظشا ىَسبػذرٌٖ اىَسزَشح 

 خ اىزقبسٝشالاخجبسٝخ ىٖٞئخ الإراػخ اىجشٝطبّٞخ. ىلاجئِٞ اىؼشاقِٞٞ ٕٗزا ٝؼنس حٞبدٝ

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 


