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Abstract

Since its independence, Malaysia has witnessed many distinctive political
leaders who are highly educated, knowledgeable, and able to fulfill
achievements for the country despite the deep and delicate complexities of the
Malay's interior circumstances. One of the best features of those leaders is that
they know exactly what they want, taking into account the potentials of their

country so they work, though slowly, in the right way.

In 1970, Abdul-Razzag Hussein was appointed prime minister after the
racial disturbances that shook Malaysia on the 13" of May, 1969 between the
Chinese and the Malay and which led to the death of 143 people from the former
and 25 from the latter. This event expressed the Malay's fear about their future
in the light of the Chinese's control over their economy and their growing
political influence. Because of these happenings, Abdul-Razzaq Hussein rebuilt
the Malay political scene through enlarging the governing coalition and
establishing "The National Front". By so doing, Abdul-Razzaq Hussein led
Malaysia to an outstanding economic development, the matter which made
many people to consider him the "development hero". He set a new vision for
the economic policy for the coming twenty years (from 1970 to 1990). For all
these reasons and because of the pioneering economic plan, Malaysia has
become an example to follow for those who seek prosperity, thanks to great

figures like Tun Abdul-Razzag.

This dissertation consists of four chapters in addition to an Introduction
and a Conclusion. Chapter One elaborates on the geographical structure and
location of Malaysia, its strategic importance and the population composition of
the Malay. Chapter Two tackles the early political activities of Tun Abdul-
Razzaq, his role in resisting the Japanese occupation as an army officer in Squad
136 and his volunteering work in the Pahang Provence in addition to his role in
founding a gathering for resisting the Japanese occupation called "The national
gathering". Chapter Three handles the political role of Abdul-Razzag Hussein

A



from 1960 to 1969 during which he established the union between Malaysia, the
British Northern Borneo, and Sarawak. The chapter also sheds light on his

negotiations in 1961 with the Singaporean government to enter the new union.

Chapter four basically focuses on Abdul-Razzaq Hussein as the prime
minister during the period from 1970 to 1976 after the great role which he
played in chairing the "National Operations Council (NOC)" in 1969 by which
he fought the racial violence in Malaysia and set the "New Economic Policy"
that led to the economic progress that raised the living standards for the Malay.
The chapter also explains the reforms he made like amending the constitution
and eradicating poverty and ends up with explaining his foreign policy towards

the neighbouring, Arab, and European countries.
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