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Abstract

Elections are considered one important feature of election participation in the
modern democratic systems. Due to the political changes in Iraq after April 9, 2003,
and the increase in the calls for the social and democratic reform and human
rights, the Iragi woman's participation in election has attracted a special attention
which may lead to widen the fair competition in election and effecting equality
amongst all citizens through helping women to participate in the political affairs,
the rule, and to elect whoever represent them in addition to the societal decisions
.specially those that concern them

To be fair, it has to be said that important changes have happened in
connection with the Iraqgi woman's political participation which is in need of
further development; there exist now a considerable number of women in the
Iraqi parliament, and the local and municipal councils. But this change has
happened without the necessary preparation under restless security situations
when women themselves were hesitant. Furthermore, the American occupation of
Irag and the dominance of social and political powers that adopt extremist
ideologies towards women have affected the form of the political change in Iraq.
The resent study is important because the researcher has sensed such an
importance in addition to the absence of previous serious studies. It has tried to
find scientific and objective answers that concern the reality of Iraqi woman's
.political participation in order to enhance the woman's political and social role

The main objective of the present study is to highlight the important features of
the Iraqi woman's election practice, its types and the factors that activate or
cripple it. Also, it tries to determine the practical steps and programmes that

support the process of democratic change and to encourage the woman to enjoy
her right in elections freely according to the constitutional guarantees and the
international conventions of women's rights as human beings. The study is a
descriptive analytical one and it has followed more than one scientific method to
collect real and objective data that crystallize confidence in the correctness of
results and the possibility of generalize them as the historical method, the
.comparative method, and the social survey method

The field study was made on a random stratified sample of (324) women
randomly selected from the original study society — the women in Al-Diwaniyya
city — using a questionnaire after making its validity and reliability. A number of

statistical means to analyze the study data. Also, the study has proved the validity
.of a number of hypotheses
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The study results have shown the effect of the family on the election behaviour
on (59.9%) of voters who voted or refrained from doing so following their families'
guidance. In addition, the voters were influenced by their neighbours, relatives, or
friends who accompanied then to the election centres. The results have also shown
that most Iraqgi parliament female members (82), except (10), did not win in the
.elections competition but their membership came to them through the quota

It was clear that the women who ran for elections lacked the political
experience and they did not realize their social and political weights. . As a result of
this, (14.8%) of those who ran for the Iraqi local councils elections won a
disappointing votes (0 — 10). The female groups did not vote to their female
representatives, but they voted for the men. Furthermore, the study has shown
that the competitive election lists did not include independent female lists that
represented women. However, the women participation in election was restricted
.to the female nominees who were included in the male lists

The study has highlighted the fact that the women participation increased
amongst the communities that were characterized by the high cultural and
economic level; the contrary fact also happened. In addition, the women's

enrollment in parties and civil society organizations increased their participation in
.election campaigns

The study concluded that the democratic change in Iraq did not happen
gradually, but it happened suddenly with a shock due to outside influence: the first
during the twenties of the previous century under the influence of the British
.occupation, and the second after 2003 due to the American occupation

:The study has come up with a number of recommendations

The need to enhance the women rights according to the international A
conventions of human rights and to abolish the distinction against women. These
.will support the democratic changes in Iraq

The need to encourage women to run for elections in their own Y
.independent lists

The need to generalize the quota system to ensure that it includes the Y
leadership posts, important public posts, the organizations, the committees,
.societies, and other activities



